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IN THE CLAIMS: 




Please cancel Claims 8, 16, and 24, without prejudice or disclaimer of the 
subject matter presented therein. 

Please amend Claims 1-7, 9-15, and 17-23 to read as follows. A marked-up 
copy of the amended claims, showing the changes made thereto, is attached. 

1. (Amended) A device searching apparatus that searches for at least one 
device -elf a network, comprising: 

management means for managing a database that includes identification 
information for identifying a device on the rjetwork and attribute information associated 
therewith; 

input means for entering a search condition about a device function in order to 
search for a desired device on the network; 

search means for searching for a device from the database that satisfies the 
search condition entered using saip input means; 

recognition mfeans for recognizing whether a number of devices that satisfy the 
search condition is greater thaq a predetermined number; 

output means for outputting a search result that includes identification 
information and attribute information of a device that satisfies the search condition; and 

control means for controlling said search means to request an additional search 
for additional attributer information of the device, in accordance with a recognition result of said 
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recognition means. 

2. (Amended) An apparatus a^ording to claim 1, wherein a volume of 
attribute information outputted by said output means when said recognition means recognizes 
that the number of devices that satisfy then search condition is more than the predetermined 
number is greater than a volume of attmbute information outputted by said output means when 
said recognition means recognizes tjfat the number of devices that satisfy the search condition is 
less than the predetermined numt 

3. (Amended) /An apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising: 
communication means for acquiring device information, registered 

corresponding to identification information in another apparatus on the network, from the other 
apparatus, 

wherein sdid control means controls said communication means to acquire 
additional information on each device identified in the search result, and causes the additional 
information to be added to the search result. 

4. (Amended) An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said control means 
is adapted to acquire, ftom an apparatus that manages location information of devices on the 
network, location information of each device identified in the search result, and to add the 
location information to the search result. 
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5. (Amended) An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said control means 
is adapted to acquire, from an apparatus that manages charge information of devices on the 
network, charge information of each device identified in the search result, and to add the charge 
information to the search result. 




6. (Amended) A device/searching apparatus that searches for at least one 
device on a network, comprising: 

management means fat managing a database that includes identification 
information for identifying a device on /the network and static information associated therewith; 

input means for entering a search condition about a device function in order to 
search for a desired device on the network; 

search means for searching for a device from the database that satisfies the 
search condition entered using said ipput means; 

output means for putputting a search result that includes identification 
information and static information pf a device that satisfies the search condition; 

control means far adding dynamic information to the search result, according 
to a number of devices that satisfy the search condition; and 

discrimination means for discriminating a device with a high frequency of use, 
based on the dynamic information, which relates to a use history of devices on the network, 

wherein, in a aase in which the number of devices that satisfy the search 
condition is zero, said control means adds to the search result information of the device with a 
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high frequency of use discriminated using said discrimination means. 



V 
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7. (Amended) An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein, in a case in which a 
number of devices identified in the search result is at least equal to a predetermined value, said 
control means is adapted to acquire dynamic information from a device that satisfies the search 
condition and to add the dynkmic information to the search result. 



9. (Amended) A device searclyng method for searching, for at least one device 
on a network, comprising steps of: 

managing a database that includes identification information for identifying a 
device on the network and attribute information associated therewith; 

entering a search condition about a device function in order to search for a 
desired device on the network; 

searching for a devjfce from the database that satisfies the search condition 
entered in said entering step; 

recognizing whether a number of devices that satisfy the search condition is 
greater than a predetermined number; 

outputting sf search result that includes identification information and attribute 
information of a device thaj satisfies the search condition; and 

controlling said searching step to request an additional search for additional 
attribute information oy the device, in accordance with a recognition result of said recognizing 
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10. (Amended) A method according to claim 9^ wherein a volume of attribute 
information outputted in said outputting step wheji/said recognizing step recognizes that the 
number of devices that satisfy the search condition is more than a predetermined number is 
greater than a volume of attribute information outputted in said outputting step when said 
recognizing step recognizes that the number of devices that satisfy the search condition is less 
than the predetermined number. 

1 1 . (Amended) A raethoa according to claim 10, further comprising a step of: 
receiving device information, registered corresponding to identification 

information in another apparatus on the network, from the other apparatus, 

wherein said controlling step controls said receiving step to acquire additional 
information on each device identified ip the search result, and causes the additional information 
to be added to the search result. 



12. (Amended) A method according to claim 1 1, wherein said controlling step 
includes acquiring, from an apparatus that manages location information of devices on the 
network, location information of each device identified in the search result, and adding the 
location information to the sea/ch result. 
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13. (Amended) A method according to claim 1 1, wherein said controlling step 
includes acquiring, from an apparatusthat manages charge information of devices on the 
network, charge information of each Jdevice identified in the search result, and adding the charge 
information to the search result 



14. (Amended) A device searching method for searching for at least one 
device on a network, comprising steps of: 

managing a database that includes identification information for identifying a 
device on the network and static information associated therewith; 

entering a searcp condition about a device function in order to search for a 
desired device on the network; 

searching for a/device from the database that satisfies the search condition 
entered in said entering step; 

outputting a search result that includes identification information and static 
information of a device that satisfies the search condition; 

adding dynamic information to the search result, according to a number of 
devices that satisfy the search condition; and 

discriminating a device with a high frequency of use, based on the dynamic 
information, which relates to a use history of devices on the network, 

wherein, irj a case in which the number of devices that satisfy the search 
condition is zero, said adding step adds information of the device with a high frequency of use 
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discriminated in said discriminating step to the search result. 




15. (Amended) A method according to claim 14, wherein, in a case in which a 
number of devices identified in the search result is at least equal to a predetermined value, said 
adding step includes acquiring dynamic information from a device that satisfies the search 
condition and adding the dynamic information to the search result 



17. (Amended) A memory medium storing a computer program to be executed 
by a computer to implement a device searching method for searching for at least one device on a 
network, the method comprising steps of: 

managing a database that includes identification information for identifying a 
device on the network and attribute information associated therewith; 

entering a search Condition about a device function in order to search for a 
desired device on the network; 

searching for ^device from the database that satisfies the search condition 
entered in the entering step; 

recognizingiwhether a number of devices that satisfy the search condition is 
greater than a predetermined/number; 

outputting a search result that includes identification information and attribute 
information of device thai/satisfies the search condition; and 

controlling the searching step to request an additional search for additional 
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attribute information of the device, in acco 



step. 



dance with a recognition result of the recognizing 



18. (Amended) A memory medium according to claim 17, wherein a volume 
of attribute information outputted in the outputting step when the recognizing step recognizes 
that the number of devices that satisfy the search condition is more than a predetermined number 
is greater than a volume of attribute information outputted in the outputting step when the 
recognizing step recognizes that the number of devices that satisfy the search condition is less 
than the predetermined number. 



1 9. (Amended) A ipemory medium according to claim 1 8, wherein the method 
further comprises a step of: 

receiving device information, registered corresponding to the identification 
information in another apparatus on/the network, from the other apparatus, 

wherein the controlling step controls the receiving step to acquire additional 
information on each device identified in the search result, and to add the additional information 
to the search result. 



20. (Amended)j A memory medium according to claim 19, wherein the 
controlling step includes acquiring, from an apparatus that manages location information of 
devices on the network, location information of each device identified in the search result, and 



10 



Received from < 1 212 218 4552 > at 9/25/02 6:18:34 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



09/25/02 18:02 ©1 21 8 4552 FITZPATRICK NY @014 



adding the location information to th s search result. 



21. (Amended) A 
controlling step includes acquiring, 



memory medium according to claim 19, wherein the 
from an apparatus that manages charge information of 
devices on the network, charge information of each device identified in the search result, and 
adding the charge information to th e search result 



22. (Amended) 
by a computer to implement a devi 



\ memory medium storing a computer program to be executed 
■j ce searching method for searching for at least one device on a 
network, the method comprising s eps of: 

managing a database that includes identification information for identifying a 
device on the network and static information associated therewith; 

entering a search condition about a device function in order to search for a 
desired device on the network; 

searching for a (jevice from the database that satisfies the search condition 
entered in the entering step; 

outputting a seaijch result that includes identification information and static 
information of a device that satisfi js the search condition; 

adding dynamic information to the search result, according to a number of 
devices that satisfy the search condition; and 



discriminating a 



levice with a high frequency of use, based on the dynamic 
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